Amara
Int: So yeah, if there is anything that I say that you don’t understand, just let me know and I’ll rephrase it. So I’ll put that there…So I’ll start off by asking you some questions around, a little bit about you. Then, I’ll ask you a little bit about The Project and then when we… and then in the end a bit… a little bit about what you’re doing now.
Right, so… I know that you Amara and you are 15. So, did you I… cos there’s different types of Programmes here, so what… which one were you on?
Amara: Gosh we done the… Creative Arts muffled was a mosaic in muffled the woods.
Int: So, how long have you been involved with Youth Offending Team for?
Amara: A little under a year, I like to be fair. Yeah, just around a year. I was on a Referral I think. Yeah. Yeah, Referral.
Int: Okay. So does that mean you’re not on it now?
Amara: No.
Int: So that’s finished.
Amara: Donna kept me on so I could attend the Project.
Int: Oh right. So, that’s finished. And, how long… did you say that it was about for a year?
Amara: Yeah.
Int: A year but finished now.  
Amara: Cos I had other problems going on, so they kept me on you know, just to monitor. I guess.
Int: All right, so we’ll touch upon some of that probably as we go through and… who do you live with at home?
Amara: My mum, my dad and my little sister.
Int:  Sister… so how old’s your sister?
Amara: My sister. She’s nine. So she’s kind of finding herself.
Int:  A lot younger.
Amara: Yeah.
Int: And are you at school at the moment?
Amara: No. No, I’ve been out of school for around two-years. But, I’m…. getting tuition. And I’m with the Lyle Team down in Midway.
Int: So do you have tuition what at home? Or do you have you go there for it?
Amara: Tuition and I go there.
Int: So, yeah talk a little bit about education, a little bit later as well. So, that’s a little bit about you. So, had your… so your Referral Order pretty much finished. But then, they said you… they sort of kept you on for a little bit. So, what did you know about The Project before you started it?
Amara: That it would help my skills to be perfectly honest with you. I only liked the idea of it you know, going on my CV because I wasn’t in school, I kind of needed something to look good on it, so I could go to you know, a college that I wanted or a sixth-form that I wanted to go to. So, it just looked good.
Int: Yeah? Like a type of qualification. So can you remember what they told you about it, before you went on it?
Amara: That, I remember they said there was going to be a select few people that were, you know, working with the team as well. And yeah, it was an Art’s Programme, you know… and that was all I really knew. I mean I got a leaflet, and that but that was about it…
Int: So it’s obviously, so it’s like during the summer, so it’s quite a big commitment isn’t it? Yeah, but you were motivated by getting the qualification.
Amara: Yeah, and multiple other things that kind of just I was driven to go to that, ‘cos it kind of got me out of a situation that I was in at the time. So it just you know, it gave me something to do. It gave me this new-found confidence that I needed to get out of a situation that I was in. And it just, it done a lot for me.
Int: Excellent. Well, I’ll try an unpick some of that stuff. So, can you just sort of talk me through what you would be doing there then on a day to day basis? So we’ve already mentioned, so there was a park. And there was a… and the… is it, did you say Midtown Football? 
Amara: Yeah.
Int: So what… what are they like as places?
Amara: It was quite a chilled out… quite chilled out ‘cos the park I knew, ‘cos I used to go there when I was a kid, and Midtown I’m there ‘cos my friends were there. So, there was no like… there was no pressure on me at least, there was no pressure on me to go there, and I felt quite chilled out in the space, and they were really nice people. We used to just, I don’t know… I think all of us kind of got on, as a group – just great. It just… we kind of formed our own little, you know – friendships thing, all of us. So, it was not… it wasn’t one of those you know – I have to wake up; “Eurrgh I’ve got to see those people again”. It was really nice. It was completely different than I thought it was going to be, and we used… to be fair yeah, we did just do art. We used to go on trips, it was only three weeks and honestly I literally left wanting it to be longer. And it was just, honestly such an amazing experience.  
Int: So what type of… I’ll try and break it down, so we’ll talk about the other like, the group that you were with. And then you mentioned like, so you did lots of like different art when you were there. And did you say like you went out and stuff like that?
Amara: Yeah.
Int: So I’m just wondering what the best bit is. So it was quite chilled out the two places that you went to. So they were… were they like a nice environment to work, was it like being in a school or was it different to a school?
Amara: Oh it was completely different to a school. It was in Midtown, it was kind of like… it wasn’t classroom but it was just a very, you know. It was, you know… it didn’t feel classroom to be fair, it just… Oh Midtown it was kind of you know a bit more formal than the Park. ‘Cos in the Park you could run outside if you wanted to, you could get a bit of fresh air, we literally had the café like two seconds away. I mean it was just really… it was more chilled out in the Park than it was Mid, but Mid was still chilled out in it’s own way.
Int: So what is it? So you said you used to go when you were younger.
Amara: it’s a park. They have a zoo there, it’s just the park that’s amazing. I remember going when I was little with my mum and dad and yeah, it was just… I remember going with my cousins couple of times. It’s just got like really nice memories for me. It just, you know. It was just a nice place to be, especially because it was like I knew the area, so it was out of my… completely out of my comfort zone. 
Int: So how did you get there?
Amara: It was only about half an hour walk. And, ‘cos it was summer it wasn’t like a big deal. Or I get the bus, my mum dropped me off sometimes. 
Int: Did you know anybody before?
Amara: No. I also completely… I don’t think anybody really knew each other except two people ‘cos they used to go to school together. But, everyone else was kind of just, you know… we never, we didn’t know each other, we’d never seen each other…
Int: Right, so how did you find that then? If you’ve not been in school for a while, was that a little bit…?
Amara: It was… the most terrifying thing I had done in a while. But I am so glad I did. I remember ‘cos we had a day where were came in, not… you know before the arts programme and everything. Which was great, and you kind of got a feel of everyone, and then on the first day when we went to Midtown everyone kind of got on, and we talked more, we went to lunch. It was just really nice. ‘Cos I think about three of four people didn’t come in for the first week or so, ‘cos they were like on holiday. So, the other people of us, we kind of formed this bond and then they threw more people in. Which was alright we like, they were okay. But it wasn’t the same after that. They kind of throw people in because they mixed it up. It was never, I don’t know, I think the first couple of weeks when we all made bonds and stuff like that was great. And then they threw new people in, which isn’t their fault, like you know, people were on holiday and that. But it kind of rattled us all, and we all started having arguments and between each other. Like, but it was nothing like major. 
Int: But it sort of, it changed the dynamics slightly. So, obviously, so for you. You said it was like really terrifying to do something like where you’ve not met that many people, well knowing that you’ve got to work with them for three-weeks. So, how did… and you’ve just described that you’ve got on, you actually got on really well initially. So, how did that happen? ‘Cos I imagine, you know like from somebody looking in from the outside, if you’re working in a Youth Offending Team, and given that the Youth Offending Team are usually people who have been 
Amara: Arrested.
Int:  Yeah, or in – what was I going to say? Difficulty with the police. So they’re all there for like a similar reason. You might have young people who’ve not been in school, and you might expect young people to not work well together, or might kick-off. So, how do you think, or why do you think it worked?
Amara: I think it was because we were all in the same boat. We were, we… were all out of our comfort zone in a way. None of us knew each other, so it was like that we all knew that we had like to spend three-weeks together, so it was kind of like need of just you know, finding somebody to talk to. Everyone knew you know, that we were all yeah. Yeah, in there for more or less the same thing, so we kind of bonded all over that. We used to talk about whatever. We just, we asked each other things like… ‘cos some of us, haven’t really you know, have kind of dispersed off and we knew we weren’t going to see each other again, so it was kind of like… it was just nice for those three-weeks to have people to talk to. It was just you know, it was quite a close little group
Int:  So, did you talk around like offences or anything like that? Or was it more just…?
Amara:  It was offences to begin with. With the people that have, had done you know, larger crimes than everybody else, there was a bit of males bragging, you know – there was that kind of thing. Some of us didn’t really feel the need to brag about it, ‘cos you know. But yeah, we bonded over that, and then towards the end it was more personal stuff. It was kind of like… “what are you in here for?” We’re were kind of like “Oh what you get done for?” kind of thing, but… yeah during the end we kind of got more relaxed, we trust each other more. 
Int: Were you bothered before you went in about who you would meet? Or did that not really cross your mind?
Amara: It didn’t really cross my mind. Yeah.
Int:  Yeah, you were there to as you said like get your qualification and… Alright. So, you’ve described sort of lots of chatting and stuff like that. You’re all in the same boat, was there any – you mentioned like little bits of arguments, were there any like, anybody like kicking-off with each other, or fights or anything like that?
Amara: Not physical fights. But fights, yeah. Argument fights, yeah. Arguments, just petty kind of stuff. And you know there’s always a couple two-faced ones in a group. So, and you can never get away from that so… they riled up quite a lot. But we kind of just… we dealt with it.
Int: like in your, in the work place you’ll get people who are like that, so wherever and…
Amara: Yeah. It’s just how, just… a given, that you know you’re going to come across someone like that. Which, you know it’s not that bad, it’s alright. We kind of got used to it. I wasn’t there for a couple of days afterwards and that’s when most of the stuff riled up and… yeah, that’s well… that was when the drama kind of started, so… I kind of missed some of it. Which is alright.
Int: What were the workers like?
Amara: They were great. They were absolutely amazing. They were such amazing people, even the artists and just the people there were just…
Int: So what makes somebody amazing then? So, for you – what is it that makes somebody good to work with?
Amara: It was just a very… they’re all so chilled out, they you know, it wasn’t like a kind of formal situation where you know, it’s like; “you’re the professional and we’re the children, you kind of have to listen to us” - it was a very chilled out situation. They were, they just understood exactly what we were going through, they were very… they were really understanding. They just… they were just… just the way they spoke to us. It wasn’t kind of looking down on us, or and it wasn’t you know, they weren’t treating us like children – they were treating us like we were equals to them, which most professionals now, just don’t do. Like Social Workers and Therapists and you know, all of them, they kind of look down on you in a way, and kind of you know, minimise what – you know, what’s going on for you, where as you know, people at YOT is kind of just… they listen more. They give more of a shit.
Int: …and that is what you would see to be…
Amara: …yeah. I’ve had Social Workers you know, Therapists, like… muffled. There is no… there are none of them have helped me as much as Donna has.
Int: Right. See that’s interesting. 
Amara: Yeah, you can kind of tell. You can definitely tell someone’s interested in what you have to say or not. ‘Cos you know, Donna actually cared about what any of us had to say. Whereas other professionals just sometimes don’t. And you can definitely tell by body… by the way they talk to you, their body language. I had a therapist that constantly looked at his watch all the time. And… so it’s just, you know. And it’s a lot more chilled out. Yeah regardless of whether you’re in a council… like you know if you’re even Councillors – a very uncomfortable situation, but it’s just the way that they talk to you – where you just feel kind of, you relax a lot more. It’s just you know. 
Int: Yeah. Yeah, it is, I think it’s yeah – so you’ve said like being chilled out, and being listened to as well rather than being like you’re too much and their like not look down on or…
Amara: There’re not dismissive, like most other professionals.
CH: Would you talk to them about problems? Or was it just enough to know that they were there if you…
Amara: Oh God I’ve spoke to Donna – everything. I was literally working with CAMS at the time, and I used to go into my meetings with CAMS and my therapist and I was like; “I’m fine.” And then I’d go to Donna and just tell her everything ‘cos it just… it was like talking to a friend instead of talking to a professional that was going to well, you know…. Document everything that I say. It’s just… it was, I didn’t see it as you know, talking to a professional. I saw it as talking to somebody that was on the same wave length as me.
Int: Yeah, so you didn’t see it as like therapy, it was just chatting to her.
Amara: Yeah. It was just kind of getting it all out there, and the thing is with Donna was that she actually gave me some sort of solution to some of it. Whereas everyone else kind of just you know. It depends what kind of therapy you get but, they kind of just sit there like, “Oh okay, yeah”. I kind of get that. And then they label you as something that you’re not. Whereas Donna, saw come right like through it. Which is you know, it was different. It was a lot nicer, not to be labelled.
INT: That’s good it’s the people  and…
Amara: Yeah.
INT: so that’s Donna. What about the… so who… what were the artists that you had? Were there lots of different ones, or?
Amara: Yeah. I still follow them all in Instagram. But yeah, they were amazing. They helped out. We went to their house, we saw all their art work. It was great. That’s the stuff that they’ve done. I don’t know if the stuff at their house. I think actually, wait… I follow one of… on their personal ones… here we go. That’s some of the stuff that’s in her house, she does that – she sells it and that.
INT: Wow. 
Amara: Yeah, it’s amazing. I think, yeah. She posted something muffled on there.
INT: Were they similar in outlook? Are they people you would talk to about problems? Or just somebody that you would…
Amara: Not the artists. No. They were really nice people but we didn’t get too close. But, I see them every once in a while talking on the street, but.
INT: Right. And would they teach you in way similar to I know you said that you’ve not been in school for a while
Amara: Oh, you know. No. They were like you know, like your Art School – very chilled out. They had a very… they… it wasn’t, it was less of a teaching approach, it was more of like you know, it was just, I don’t how it was to be honest, it was very chilled out, it didn’t feel like school, it didn’t feel like you now, we were getting taught something, it was kind of just like you know. It was more like have you know, have a bit of fun with it – rather than “you need to do it right”, “there’s a right and wrong way to do this.” To be kind of… we could you know, kind of do whatever we wanted with it. You know, there was no like I said there’s no right or wrong. It’s art, you know. It was just so much fun.
INT: Do you think that’s important not having a right and a wrong?
Amara: In some cases. ‘Cos you kind of get to express yourself through art. So, yeah… kind of.  You can do anything you want and it is ok so you have fun with it, it chills you out and it doesn’t matter if it was “wrong” because it is right to me…
INT: Yeah. ‘Cos I think, yeah that it’s I think it can be less intimidating. ‘Cos like just if I can draw something like that, put nose up here and an eye back there and it doesn’t matter that that’s…
Amara: Yeah, yeah. It’s just the way you interpret and the way that you know, it looks to you. Whereas you know, if you’re kind of in school there is a right or wrong and you have to do it a certain way.  They really let you know it if  it is the wrong way
INT: Yeah. Is there any type of art that you would have liked to have done that you didn’t get a chance to do?
Amara: I don’t think so. I think we done quite a lot. I would have loved to do…. I… make sure we done that. Yeah I think we did pretty much…
INT: What about is there like, would you have been interested if Donna was to get in next year and said that it was like music based or…?
Amara: Oh yeah. I… music is kind of my thing. I play the piano, guitar, all that I sing. So music is kind of practically in my life. 
INT: Right. So when you said like art, it’s like bit more of a hobby, for you like music is something that’s… 
Amara: Oh no. Art, the arts in general is kind of more of a hobby.  I learnt stuff about mosaics and different types of arts when I did it, but I’ve always done singing but I wouldn’t want to do it as a job I’m more of a business, finance kind of person. So, that’s what I’m going into to. 
INT: But, lots of so at home, if you have like free time and stuff like that…
Amara: Oh yeah. I have a microphone. The amount of times that it’s annoyed my dad, probably because it’s been too loud. Yeah, I always have to have music playing. It’s just a thing that I do. I guess it just calms me down. Especially after everything that’s happened. You know, in my past it’s just… it’s my one kind of escape I guess. It’s just ‘cos art is there, I can pick it up whenever and use it to express myself even though what I was expressing was was quite depressing, at least it was some way of me to kind of get my emotions out without sitting with a therapist. 
INT: Yeah, something for you. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amara: Yeah. I still have, I still panic, I guess. I feel like I still freak out slightly if I have to meet new people, although that was good about the Arts project you just have to get on with it, so I did learn that.  I’d be better at that now.   I’d freak out more about seeing the people that I actually went with, ‘cos I’ve even talked to them, I talk to like one of them now. ‘Cos we all kind of dispersed and had our own arguments right at the end. Which I think it just, it was just our group, ‘cos – there’s always one, right? And then we kind of dispensed and then you know, it turns out that you know, this person didn’t actually you and then you know, you’d… ‘Cos I had to go away for a few days, ‘cos my nan was in hospital and she passed away during the art programme. So, I had to go to the funeral but then some drama happened there, and they kind of they placed it all on me. So while I was at my nan’s funeral it was kind of like… 
INT: What, when you weren’t there?
Amara: Yeah. So it was kind of like, I didn’t want to go back kind of thing. 
INT: So how did you cope with that then? ‘Cos not only as you’ve got like a situation that’s like difficult to cope with anyway, then you’ve also got – you’re at a funeral for your nan, that’s…
Amara: I cut them all off. The minute I finished, I cut them all off. I didn’t cut my friend Kayla off. She’s amazing.  
INT: Was she there? 
Amara: Yeah. She was there.
INT: And did you know her before?
Amara: No. But, I cut everyone else. Yeah.
INT: So that sounds like, it wasn’t all positive….
Amara: Not really. 
INT: …in terms of some of the relationships with other young people there, but you’d said that you’d got confidence from doing it. So what, how did that come about?
Amara: During the actual time, they were very supportive. There were people who were extremely supportive. They… we were all there for each other like I said. They were just you know, a shoulder to cry on, someone to talk to, somebody that completely understood your situation. So when some people like people that had gone through similar things to you, so… it was very, it was nice to be able to talk to people like that. I mean regardless of what happened during the end, before they put new people in, but yeah. Before that, it was great. I usually focus on that rather than; “oh my God, during that end. It was absolute cac!”  ‘Cos it wasn’t you know, it was just… a certain couple of people. Like, it wasn’t everyone’s fault you know. It was just one person…
INT: What just being bitchy? Or…
Amara: Yeah it was just mostly bitchy kind of thing. It was like ‘cos me and this one girl had a bit of an argument, ‘cos she was just harassing me while I was in the hospital with my nan, and I told her to “f-off”. And she got a little pissed. And I started seeing somebody that was in the arts programme and she and they kind of buggered off together. Which wasn’t too bad, I didn’t really give a shit, but…
INT: But slightly awkward.
Amara: It’s not really… it’s… not really. ‘Cos I didn’t… ‘cos I’m only… ‘cos I used to kind of put my all into everything. And now it’s kind of like you have to give me a couple months before I even give a shit kind of thing. Like that kind of comes with anything now. It’s just ‘cos of other things that have gone on, that I’m extremely cautious. I knew it was going to happen, I didn’t really care. It was just like you know, something just to fill up my time. Someone to take my mind of everything that was going on in my family. So, yeah.
INT: So it was muffled and you didn’t treat it too seriously.
Amara: Not really. 
INT: Take what you could from it. 
Amara: Yeah, I mean we did at the time, but the minute that I had to start going to the hospital and seeing my nan I knew something was going to happen. So I kind of started to cut ties of there. But yeah… yeah.
INT: So when did that, when did that all happen with your nan? Was it at the beginning or was it at the end? So did you go to the celebration event?
Amara: Yeah, I went to the celebration event. She died a couple of days before that. I lived with her for quite a long time, so it had a such a huge effect on me.
INT: So it wasn’t just like nan that you go and see every month or so.
Amara: Yeah, oh no. ‘Cos she was, she’s quite sick. She was quite sick. She had stage three cancer. They gave her too many fluids, so she kind of urgh. Yeah, yeah. So it was like you know, I literally lived with her, she was practically like a second mum to me. So, you know when I went in and I was like that happened and then you find out that you know, people have been… 
INT: …saying stuff.
Amara: stirring the shit, it was… it wasn’t the easiest situation. But you know, before all that – it was great. Like, I don’t regret not… I don’t regret going. I don’t regret meeting these people because they have given me memories, like amazing memories. They’ve taught me so much, ‘cos you know, I used to go in thinking that everyone was going to like me, and everyone was you know, going to be nice. But they’ve just given me such a different outlook on life, they’ve like ‘cos of things that they’ve done - their offences, it’s just given me such a different outlook on life, and like the world and it’s just opened my eyes to so much. And it just, it helps me.  It just ‘cos I had quite a lot wrong at the time. It helped me with my mental illness, it helped me get out of an abusive relationship. Like, I don’t regret meeting these people, even though they kind of “f’d” me over during the end. But, I wouldn’t change any of it for the world.    
INT: So you still had a… overall it was still a positive experience…
Amara: Yeah.
INT:So, what happened at the celebration event? Were you able to enjoy that? Or, had there been too much happen at that point? 
Amara: Too much happen. Actually, no. I did enjoy it. ‘Cos my family came, my cousin came. A couple of my friends came, it was great. Yeah. It… I remember enjoying it.
INT: What did your mum think?
Amara: She was quite proud of me. Sorry… she was proud of me, which was great. She was proud of me for going regardless you know, ‘cos of the whole nan thing. ‘Cos originally when my nan died I was like; “I don’t want to do this.” Like, “I give up.” But I kind of I went in anyway. Which you know, was kind of a big thing for me.
INT: Yeah. It shows like not just a bit of like, super-commitment. So, when you look back what are you most proud of?
Amara: The fact that I stuck with it. The fact that, to be honest I am, I’m proud of myself because, I was in a crappy relationship when and I run away with a guy and he’d hit me and I literally saw him every single day, and I couldn’t go anywhere. Yet, I stuck with this three-week programme, where I couldn’t see him for about seven-hours a day. And, I only… and I started breaking ties with him. And, I’m just so proud of myself, for that having the strength to do that and the strength to meet new people. It’s just that I’ve found this kind of new self-worth and self-confidence and it’s just changed me for the better.
INT: So do you, what do you think would have happened? What do you think would have happened if you’d not gone on the Arts project? Do you think you still would have been with that guy?
Amara: Yeah. God yeah. Like, eurgh – I had such a low self-esteem, I felt like I deserved everything that I was getting. It’s just… it completely eurgh… I was in such a bad place and I would have definitely have still been with him. To be fair I would have… like I was half way through like, my… his parents hated me. Well his mum hated me, and I was half-way through still living with him. So like, it was just… and I wanted a way out you know. I love him, but I wanted to leave him kind of thing. So, it was just a way to leave him with was great.  
INT: So did it give you opportunity to think and just be a part and… 
Amara: Yeah and when I met that other guy, it was like he kind of gave me this new perspective and then I was like… and he was like; “Oh I’ll tell him to ‘f-off’ ‘cos you’re with me now.” I was “Alright, fine!” And then he went off with that other girl and was like; “Yay at least I left the other guy” which was great. In my mind I kind of feel like it was the only reason, which was kind of bad but, yeah.  
INT: So how does somebody get… so I think these are like you know like the questionnaires that you’ve like, that Donna just asked you to do here. So how do you think somebody’s so – do you think the Amara I’m speaking to now, is different to the, if I was speaking to you this time last year?
Amara: Definitely.
INT: So what would be the biggest changes and do you think other people get to see it like your mum, or…
Amara: Oh God, yeah.
INT: …or if your nan was still here, would she be able to see that there was a difference?
Amara: Yeah, I’m a lot happier. I’m just, I’m more focused on me and my exams and what I need to do for myself.  It gave me the confidence to think that I am worth it, I can do it and to think about what I want rather than what I need to do for everybody else. I’m not getting hit anymore. I’m not constantly you know, involved with the Police. I’m just in a much better place. 
INT: So, this is really complicated, well and it’s not a very easy question, so what made the difference? Is there on thing you can like pin point as to why you’re so different now, to how you were last year?
Amara: The experience with other people and the interaction and just the way, just… in its own little way, it kind of opened my eyes to so much. And the praise that you kind of used to get, kind of gave me some confidence, some self-worth. I just, it completely changed my outlook on life, it changed me, and I’m so glad that all of that happened. And I’m glad that it all turned out the way it turned out, you know.  When you’re told you are shit all the time you start to believe it, but there they didn’t.  Praise is definitely an important thing. 
INT: So what about offending? You said you’d been in trouble with the Police a lot before. What about now? Or when was the last time you were in trouble?
Amara: Then. That was the last time that…
INT: Right so you’ve not been in trouble since. So for you, it was a period of your life which is now firmly…
Amara: Yeah. I think it was ‘cos I just, I had nothing to do, you know. I didn’t know what I was doing.
INT: What do you mean like literally during the day you had nothing to do ‘cos you weren’t at school.
Amara: …I wasn’t at school. My school wasn’t sending work back for me. I was completely kicked out. I got kicked out ‘cos I took a overdose, and they couldn’t safe-guard me. So I was really depressed, I was feeling really isolated. I had my friends, my family kind of shunned me out because I had stressed my mum out so much. But yeah, now I’m making you know, I’m forming stronger bonds and relationships with my family and that. I’m going away for three-weeks with my aunt. I’m going to go and work for my uncle. And I’m just, I’m trying a lot more with my family, I’m spending, I have a lot more time for my family, where as I used to prioritise my friends. So, I just I know all my priorities are right now.   
INT: So a completely different mind set. Did Summer Arts help with how you were with your family?
Amara: Yeah.  Like I said, mum was proud that I was doing something productive, I was out of the house, sticking at something and why I was doing it, to improve myself and my future. 
INT: So before you mentioned how you were focused sort of college wise, or what you want to do in the future, you said like what did you say – business and…?
Amara: Business, Finance and Economics.
INT: So what’s the, what’s the plan there then? Or what are you doing, or how are you going to achieve? What do you want to do?
Amara: I want to go into either you know mortgages, stuff like mortgages and wills and stuff like that. Like something that my uncle goes into – went into. 
INT: Oh okay, so it’s… is that what you’re going to do with him? You just mentioned you were going to do some work.
Amara: Yeah. Yeah. I’m going to do my own, do A levels and all that, yeah. Like, I don’t know what college I’m going to and I don’t think I was going into a sixth-form because I’m only do like two or three GCSE’s, but you know, I’m going to try my hardest, I guess – yeah. 
INT: Do you think you’ll be able to do it?
Amara: Yeah. Yeah, definitely.
INT: And what do you think you’re going to need to do to get there?
Amara: Well I have my mocks in five-weeks, so I’ve literally been studying my arse off, I don’t even go out anymore. Like this is the first time I’ve actually you know, been out in such a long time, it feels weird. It’s like; “ooh fresh air.” But, you know, I’m doing it and i’ll get there 
INT: So it’s a case now you think you can actually make changes to yourself.
Amara: Yeah, if you try you can do it, you need to put the effort in, I’ve come to it a bit late but I’m determined now
INT: Would you have thought that before?
Amara [47:22]: No. Not, no.
INT: So things in the past might have happened to you but now you’re creating your own…
Amara: Yeah. Before I was too caught up with everybody else and now it is about me
INT: …hmmmmn,  I don’t know how to phrase it, but do you know what I mean?
Amara: Oh yeah. Yeah. Absolutely.  Destiny? 
INT: Alright, so, we’ve talked about yeah – future plans, so that all that seems very muffled . When’s… so you’ve got your literally you’ve got your mocks…
Amara: Five weeks.
INT: …five-weeks’ time. So have you got like a time table of what you’ve got to like study timetable and…?
Amara: Yeah. Yeah. My mum and I are slight O.C… you know, slight O.C.D about stuff like that. So…
IN: So have you got like lots of nice stationery and…?
Amara: Yeah.
INT: Ticking things off as you go through it. Okay, so I reckon I’m just trying to think, so you’ve not been in trouble with the Police. Have you got a completely different set of friends then?
Amara: Yeah. I buggered everybody off after that, even then to be fair. I’ve made new friends, I’ve you know. I’ve just to be fair, I spend most my time with my family. But, I have amazing new friends. You know…. I’ve…
INT: So where did you meet them then if you’re not in school? Are they people from locally or did they get in trouble with the Police? Or is it completely…?
Amara: Local. Because of the whole new new-found confidence I kind of just that “I don’t care attitude” where you know, I’ll just start a conversation with somebody, which is great ‘cos I found my best-friends like that. And she’s literally the best thing that’s ever happened to me. Yeah, yeah it’s just so much nicer. It’s just, I’m a lot happier.
INT: And what does she do then, you best friend?
Amara: She’s go... she’s same age as me. She’s going into Sociology, Psychology and Forensic Science. 
INT: Right, like A’ level’s?
Amara: Mmm (agrees). Yeah.
INT: Right, so you’ve got a similar… she’s obviously doing a different subject, but similar sort of outlook in that you both want to do like well.
Amara: Yeah. I mean we talk about you know moving in together and stuff like that. ‘Cos, I don’t know, we kind of talk about you know, just the future really. We’re very set on you know, making money, get a house, kind of thing.
INT: And do you I mean these go back to some of these questions, do you think anybody can make money? 
Amara: I think you have to work for it. I think you have to put a certain amount of work into stuff, you can’t just… I don’t, I personally don’t think that you can just make money like that. You know.
INT: But if you decide on something and you work hard then…
Amara: Yeah.
INT: Yeah, ‘cos I think might say, I think that that might be as I said, I’ve only literally just seen these questions, but some of these are around… so some people might have a mind-set that just like – luck happens to people or things just happen.
Amara: I just think you have to make yourself lucky. There is no way you just… you’re just born with certain skills. I have the whole you know, you have to work for what you get, or what you want kind of… work thing. ‘Cos that’s just the way I’ve been bought up.
INT: I was going to say, is that something that like your family are like or something that….?
Amara: Yeah, and you have to work for what you want kind of thing.
INT: Alright, yeah. So all, yeah that all makes sense in terms of what we’ve been saying. Right, do you think there’s anything… could you have done longer on Summer Arts ‘cos it was like three-weeks? 
Amara: Yeah. Definitely.
INT: ‘Cos in the past it used to be for six-weeks. 
Amara: Oh! 
INT: So do you think you could have…?
Amara: Maybe not six-weeks, maybe like four.
INT: So you could have done, yeah. You could have done a bit more…
Amara: Yeeeeah.
INT: …but it’s…
Amara: Maybe not six.
INT: Yeah, it’s quite a lot. I think that’s why they reduced it. Is there anything that they could done to make it any better? Let’s ignore like some of the bitchiness and the other people on it. Is there anything else like actually content wise that…?
 Amara: No, I thought it was great. It was amazing, yeah.
INT: Yeah. And so that’s a question here, if you would recommend other young people to go it?
Amara: Definitely, yeah.
INT: And would you go back on it again if you had the chance next year?
Amara: Yeah. Yeah.
INT: I think, those are all our questions. So I’ve asked you if you’re different, and you’ve said yeah. You’ve said what you need to do for the future, so just like work, work, work, work. Is there anything that I’ve not mentioned? Or anything that we’ve not discussed ‘cos I’ve only got like set questions to ask. Do you think that there’s anything that…?
Amara: No.
INT: And what about the certificate that you’ve got? So you started off by saying that that was like a main motivator.
Amara: Yeah.
INT: Do you think…
Amara: Oh yeah. Looks great on my CV. I’m going to this other arts thing, this isn’t to do with, or any of that. But like I’m doing this other arts thing, for the first three-weeks of my summer holidays and the next three, the other weeks I’m to work with my uncle muffled [52:10], so it’s kind of like I’m just kind of building up that CV.
INT: Yeah, with the idea of, yeah like you said like the college or A levels or something.
Amara: Yeah.
INT: Right, well I think those are all my questions, thank you for… how long have we been talking for… nearly an hour, so that’s…
Amara: Sorry I talk a lot.
INT: No that’s good.  Its been really nice talking to you.  
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